FABSR Meeting, 21 February 2008, Istanbul

The Chamber of Architects of Turkey hosted the FABSR Working Meeting in Istanbul- on 21 February 2008. The working meeting of FABSR Presidents in the morning was followed by the Panel “Black Sea: our Common Living Environment – Challenges and Opportunities”.
While Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine attended the FABSR working meeting, Armenia and Azerbaijan were excused. The working meeting started with the briefing of FABSR members about their activities since the last FABSR meeting held in Sofia  on 16 May 2006. The Georgian Union of Architects, which acts as the FABSR Permanent Secretariat, presented the activities done since the establishment of FABSR in October 1995. Chamber of Architects of Turkey (CAT) offered an action plan for the coming term of FABSR for the revitalization of the FABSR network and activities. CAT also proposed to take over the FABSR Term Presidency from the Ukrainian Union of Architects, which has been undertaking this task for the last two years. This proposal was adopted in the meeting.

The principles of the action plan was enlisted in the Meeting Resolutions, which were signed by participating countries. The action plan was also elaborated in the FABSR Istanbul Declaration, which was adopted in the meeting. The action plan proposes creation of a database of researches about architecture and urban issues in the Black Sea, development of a communication network and online platform for FABSR members, production of common projects and scientific research and establishing relationships with official platforms and institutions in the Black Sea region, such as Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC).
The panel program in the afternoon consisted of two sessions: The first session “Cultural Heritage and Identity” was chaired by Aydan Erim. In this session, Deniz Incedayi from Turkey presented a theoretical approach towards changing attitudes in the protection of cultural heritage; Marina Tumanishvili from Georgia presented examples from Georgia about the conservation of the cultural heritage both at building and urban scales; Predrag Gavrilovic from the BSEC Secretariat talked about possible collaborations in the future between FABSR and BSEC.

The second session “City and Environment” chaired by Georgi Stoilov. In this session, Rusen Keles from Turkey presented his ideas about common heritage of the humanity related with the issues of environmental security, common responsibility and sustainable development from the perspective of a political scientist; Bayram Ozturk from Turkey talked about the water pollution in the Black Sea with his approach as a fisheries professor; Yury Gnedovsky from Russia explained his worries about the failure of the Sochi Olympic Development to fulfill environmental sensitivities; Revaz Avalishvili gave an example of coastal development in Georgia.
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