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Dear Mr. Bulend Tuna, CAT President,
Dear Mr. Igor Sphara, FABSR President,

Dear Participants of the Conference,

On behalf of the Secretariat and Georgian architects I would like to welcome all participants of the Conference and thank our Turkish colleagues, organizers of  meeting of FABSR
I take the opportunity of informing you on a brief  history of FABSR, and also on Forum’s activities and  goals  in general. 

It will be recalled that the international organization FABSR  was established in October, 1995 in Tbilisi, capital of Georgia, on the initiative of Georgian Architects and  was supported by the representatives of the national organization of architects of the Region countries – Azerbaijan, Russia, Rumania, Turkey and Ukraine.

On the second Conference of the Forum which was held in Ankara (Turkey), Armenia joined the Forum.

Priorities of FABSR activities were:

· The permanent and objective information of the region population about processes concerning architecture and urban design.

· The mission of constructive and competitive opposition in relative to Government and International Organizations acting in the region.

· Monitoring of Ecological problems. Particularly those International programs, which are threatening the local cultural heritage and environment.

· Approaching of legal and normative basis of Architecture and Urban design.

· Perfection and improvement of Architectural education and recognition of diplomas in architecture.

· Organization of regional architectural competitions and mutual theoretical and scientific works.

· Cooperation in Protection of Cultural Heritage, particularly in the field of protection of Historic Towns and folk architecture.

· Creation of common informative space and Periodical Publications.

From the day of foundation the Forum has carried out three International conferences: two in Tbilisi (Georgia) and one in Ankara (Turkey). The Secretariat of Forum took part in several International meetings:

· 1996 – Plovdiv (Bulgaria) – the conference of II Region of the International Union of Architects (UIA).

· 1999, Tbilisi (Georgia) – The conference of Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC).
· The regular conference of Forum of Architects of Black Sea Region was held in Batumi, Georgia,  in 24-25 September, 2003.
· In Batumi Conference took part ;

· President of the Union of Architects of the Russian Federation, the Vice-President of the UIA II Region Mr. I.Gnedovski, the representative of the Chamber of Architects of Turkey, Mrs. C.Turcoglu, the Vice-President of the Union of Architects of Azerbaijan Mr. F.Molla-Zade; The Executive Secretary of MASA Mr. I.Voskresenski. The chief Editor of the magazine “Architecture, Construction & Design” Mr.G.Shugaev. Representatives from MASA member countries: Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Poland & representatives of Adjarian Autonomous Republic of Georgia.

The Conference evaluated the performed work in the past, discussed the urgent problems of the Black Sea Region and defined the action plan for the future.

The Conference took following decisions:

· The work done by FABSR in accountable period was evaluated as positive.

· The Secretariat of FABSR to be left in Tbilisi (Georgia). Corresponding amendments to be made in the regulations of Forum.

· Mr. I.Gnedovski, Russia, was elected President of FABSR.

· Member countries of the Forum must work out concrete propositions concerning the interpretation of the Black Sea Region as a whole & indivisible object of Town planning and Development.

· The Secretariat of the Forum was suggested to take steps for broadening the circle of Countries – Members of FABSR.

The Conference adopted an Appeal to the Government of Countries members of FABSR and to the head of the Adjara Autonomous Republic.
The next Conference of FABSR was held in Sochi, Russia, in 6-9 September, 2004. 
In Sochi Conference took part delegates from Bulgaria, Georgia, Russia and Ukraine. 
The Conference revealed the main problems of the Black Sea coast:
-An unsystematic and chaotic building up of the area, conflicting with the historical and natural environment.

-Degradation of the waterside with a loss of its recreational potential.

-Wash out of shores, landslides, erosion of grounds and destruction of hydro-engineering structures.

Reasoning from this, the Conference has decided:
- To appeal to the leading officials of member states with a proposal to arrange the work on composing a “Complex territorial planning scheme for the development of the Black Sea region”
- To develop a related well-grounded legislation base for protecting the sea shore zone and monuments of history and culture. To provide a legislation base for investments to economical activity in this region.

- To formulate the new town- planning approaches for solving the problems of pitching and protecting the coast  and the nature in the shore zone of the Black Sea by creating bay beaches, islands, maritime resorts and so on.
- Mr. I. Shpara, Ukraine, was elected president of FABSR.
- The Conference unanimously decided to accept the Union of Architects of  Bulgaria as a member of FABSR.
The last meeting of FABSR was held In  Sofia, Bulgaria, 15 May, 2006.
In the meeting took part representatives from Bulgaria, Romania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine.
The meeting adopted “Sofia Charter on the current condition, evolvement and immediate measures in favor of pursuing sustainable development of the Black Sea and the Black Sea coast”. The Charter was envisaged as extended and updated version of Batumi and Sochi Declarations.
In its Charter, FABSR recognizes as key points the implementation of following activities:
a) Developing an international informational network for the Black Sea basin, which would provide data concerning the basic parameters of its environment: natural, geographic and landscape conditions, ecological parameters, economic and geographic characteristics, degree of utilization and latest development of coastlines, cultural and historic heritage, and urbanization?
b)  Discussing and preparing drafts of international agreements for regulating the condition and usage of the aquatory and the coastal zone.

c) Combining the efforts for elaboration of a strategy intended to enhance the economic, transport and tourism-related contacts between the countries with a Black Sea outlet

d) Developing an inventory work concerning the historical and cultural heritage, which has grown out of a common culture and history, but spread in different countries of the Black Sea region.
e) Encouraging proposals for the creation of a system of immediate measures for protection of the Black Sea coast’s cultural and historical heritage.

f) Drawing up a regional plan for integrated Black Sea management and development

g) Creating a high-level sensitivity towards the environmental pollution brought by energy transmission lines in the Back Sea basin. 
The Sofia Charter was distributed among Forum’s members. 
This is the brief history of FABSR activities.

Now I wish a success to all participants of  Forum in their noble work.

Thank you.

Revaz Avalishvili

Deputy Director of FABSR Secretariat.

