THE BRIEF VERBATIM REPORT 

OF THE CONFERENCE WORK

10 OCTOBER 1995, OPENING SITTING

Opening the Conference, Mr. G. Mirianashvili greeted the guests, the participants of the Conference and on behalf of them thanked the organizers for preparation of this international forum. He stressed the actuality of the idea to establish a new regional organizations of architects, the possibilities of such an organization in the social and economic development of the region. Mr. G. Mirianashvili read out the message of greetings sent by the Head of the Georgian State, Mr. E. Shevardnadze.

The Conference was greeted by:

-
Mr. D. Barliba, the Assistant Secretary General of the Permanent International Secretariat of the Black Sea Economic Co-operation (BSEC), who appraised architecture as the best investment for the future and stressed the promising prospects of co-operation between the BSEC and the future organization;

-
Mr. I. Aliev, the President of the Union of Architects of the Republic of Azerbaijan who expressed a hope that the period of conflicts and ravages in the region would soon come to an end and would give way to the period of reconstruction, wherefore the regional unification of the architects might play a decisive role;

-
Mr. O. Ataman, the Secretary General of the Chamber of Architects of the Turkish Republic, who supported the idea of establishment of a new professional organization with in the geographical frames of the BSEC and expressed an opinion that solution of many acute problems might be attained by means of such an organization, in particular, the problem of ecological state of the Black Sea;

-
Mr. Y. Sdobnov, the Vice President of the UA of the Russian Federation, who showed interest in the suggestion of the Georgian colleagues to establish an organization of architects of the Black Sea Region countries and expressed an idea that it would be necessary to establish such forms of activity that would provide the opportunity to treat the regional problems with efficiency and in business-like fashion:

-
Mr. Y. Khudiakov, the Vice President of the UA of the Ukraine, who pointed out that establish of such an organization was timely and answered the geopolitical processes going on in the region:

-
Mrs. A. Gheorghievici, a member of the UA of Romania, a consultant of the Ministry of Tourism of Romania, who greeted the participants of the Conference and pointed out the expediency of the new undertaking;

-
Mr. A. Guchas, a representative of the UA of the Lithuanian Republic, who pointed out the similarity of the Baltic and the Black Sea regions from the standpoint of conditions of their integration:

-
Mr. V. Davitaja, the Chairman of the UA of Georgia, who, as an organizer, greeted the delegations and expressed a hope for the successful work at the Conference.


In these concluding remarks, Mr. G. Mirianashvili, pointed out the unanimity of the architects concerning the establishment of a new regional organization and expressed a hope that the Conference work would be constructive and would bring result.

11 OCTOBER 1995. THE SECOND DAY OF THE CONFERENCE  


Opening the second day of the Conference, Mr. George Salukvadze, the Leader of the conference Management, acquitted the participants with the agenda and general outline of the work to be done and read out the messages of greetings sent by Mr. Moshe Zarkhi (Israel), the Vice President of the II Region of the UIA, and Mr. Anatoliy Sholda, the President of the UA  of Moldova, who expressed their support to the idea of establishment a new regional organization.


In the course of the first plenary meeting, Mr. V. Davitaja presiding at the first sitting gave the floor to the leaders of delegations.


Mr. I. Aliev, expressed an opinion that the idea of cooperation of architects of this region was very actual and timely, that this co-operation would cover a broad spectrum of problems including those of ecological and city-planning type as well as those of tourism.


Mrs. A. Gheorghievici passed a word of consent of the UA of Romania to enter the regional co-operation of architects.


Mr. Y. Sdobnov, on behalf of the UA of the Russian Federation, expressed the full support to the idea of establishment of the Black Sea organization of architects.


Mr. Y. Khudiakkov subscribed to his colleagues opinion and suggested establishing of the headquarters of the future organization in Tbilisi, setting up of the co-ordinating organ and entrusting it with the drawing up of the foundation documents.


Mr. D. Barliba, as an observer, recommended to orientate activity of future organization on the priority directions of the BSEC and made a number of concrete proposals.


Mr. A. Guchas suggested that particular attention should be paid to co-operation in the sphere of protection of the historical heritage of the region.


Summing up the first sitting, Mr. V. Davitaja noted with satisfaction the unanimity of the delegates in the question concerned with the establishment of the new regional organization of architects.


The second sitting was conducted under the chairmanship of Mr. I. Aliev.

Mr. V. Vardosanidze, a member of the Organizing Committee of the Conference, spoke on the question concerned with the name of the new organization and proposed some variants for consideration: “Union”, “Alliance”, “Forum”. The discussion processed with the participation of Mr. G. Mirianashvili, Mr. O. Ataman, Mr. Y. Khudiakov, Mr. D. Barliba, Mr. Y. Sdobnov. As a result of the open voting, it was decided to give the following name to the organization: The forum of Architects of the Black Sea Region (FABSR).

Mr. G. Salukvadze spoke on the question concerned with determination of the status and structure of the organization; he proposed the three-level structure of the management of the FABSR: the Forum (the supreme organ); the Board of Chairmen (the operative organ); the Secretariat (the executive organ).


Mr. O. Ataman made some concrete proposals on the structure and the stages of forming of the organization being established, in particular, he suggested that the supreme organs should be convened once in two years, whereas the executive functions should be transferred to the Secretariat. This suggestion was adopted by voting.


Mr. Y. Sdobnov, who took the floor, considered the forming of the operative organ of the FABSR on the basis of the Georgian UA to be the primary task.


Mr. O. Ataman pointed out that the Turkish party had an offer to accommodate the headquarters of the Forum in İstanbul, but taking into consideration the opinion of the majority of delegations, he also supported the idea of functioning of the headquarters in Tbilisi.


In his speech to this question, Mr. V. Vardosanidze pointed that the International Academy of Architecture (IAA) resides in Sofia (Bulgaria), the Academy of Architecture of the Oriental Countries. – in Baku (Azerbaijan), the Black Sea University – in Constantsa (Romania), Moscow is notable for high concentration of intellectual activity including the architectural one, many international organizations including the Black Sea Economic Co-operation (BSEC) are located in Istanbul. In this context, accommodation of the FABSR headquarters in Tbilisi (Georgia) would, to some extent, balance the intellectual development of the region.


The decision on accommodating of the Forum headquarters in Tbilisi was adopted by the majority of votes.


Mr. Y. Khudiakov proposed that the immediate Forum should be convened in June 1996; this proposal was supported by all the delegations; Mr. O. Ataman named Istanbul as the place where the next Forum should be held and linked it whit the World Conference Habitat-II.


Reverting to the question concerned with the organizational structure of the Forum, Mr. I. Aliev brought up for discussion the necessity of the intermediate section-the Board of Chairmen Mr. Y. Sdobnov pointed out that the Georgian party should be given the proper time to draw up the drafts of the foundation documents and suggested considering those documents at the second Forum. This suggestion was accepted.


The question whether to call the Secretariat “provisional” or “permanent” gave rise to the discussions. The representatives of Azerbaijan, Turkey, Ukraine, Georgia, Russia, as well as the representatives of the BSEC and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia spoke to this question. It was decided to consider Secretariat permanent; as regard the Secretariat staff made up by the Georgian party, their term of office may be prolonged for one full term (2 years), till the Third Conference.


Mr. O. Ataman proposed that the Secretariat staff should be limited to four persons-a Director, a Deputy Director, a Treasurer and a Co-ordinator of programmers (a reviewer). This proposal was also accepted.


At the proposal of Mr. O. Ataman, who was in the Chair of the third sitting, it was decided to call the leader of the Forum “Chairman”, with the obligatory rotation after each successional Conference.


The Georgian party proposed that the working languages of the Forum should be Russian and English, the latter being given the status of the official language. Besides, each party which organizes a certain event may use its language. The motion was entrusted with drawing up of the draft budget for its further consideration at the Second Conference, with due regards for the experience of international organizations, in particular, that of the UIA and the BSEC.


At the end of the sitting, the draft Declaration was read out, the written text of the draft Declaration was delivered to the delegations in order to make any alteration and amendments and to approve it by the end of the Conference work.


Mr. I. Aliev, who had supported the Declaration as a whole, suggested making in it a separate paragraph concerning the foundation of the press organ of the Forum. Mr. O. Ataman stressed the importance of that part of the Declaration which is concerned with the necessity of protection of the architectural and cultural heritage, in particular, the historical settlements. This sphere needs both the governmental support and the international co-operation. Special attention should be paid to those large-scale international projects which may lead to irreversible losses both from the cultural type historical and ecological points of view.


It was decided to continue the discussions of the Declaration on the next day.

12 OCTOBER 1995. THE THIRD DAY OF THE CONFERENCE


On the morning sitting of the final day of the Conference, proceeded with the discussion of the draft Declaration. 


All the delegations participated in the discussion; the remarks and proposals made on the point were submitted to the Secretariat for inclusion into the final text.


Mr. G. Mirianashvili proposed that one co-ordinater from each party of the Forum should be singled out for more effective co-operation with the Secretariat. This motion was adopted.

Mr. I. Aliev proposed that the expression of gratitude on behalf of the Conference should be addressed to the Head of the Georgian State Mr. E. Shevardnadze; drawing up of the address text was entrusted to Secretariat.


The final sitting was conducted under the chairmanship of Mrs. A. Gheorghievici. The participants of the Conference adopted the final text of the Tbilisi Declaration and the Address to the Head of the Georgian State Mr. E. Shevardnadze.   


The ceremonial of the solemn signing of the Tbilisi Declaration text took place. With that the official part of the Conference was concluded.
